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AURORA AUSTRALIS.

MAGNIFICENT DISPLAYS.

SEEN IN SIX STATES.

During Saturdaynight and the early
hours of Sundaymorning beautiful displays

of the "Southern Lights,"or AuroraAus-
tralis,were seen by observersfrom Perth
to Brisbane.The Governmentastronomer

at Perth describes the Auroraas the finest

ever seen in WesternAustralia, From seve-

ral of the Victorian countrydistrictsthe
reportsspeakof splendidshafts of coloured

light betweenthe hours of 11 o'clockand 1.
In manycasespeoplelefttheirbedsto
watch the sky.
The Auroraseemsto have been seen later

in Melbourne than elsewhere. The watchers

at the Observatorywere rather
unfortunate,

as the sky was cloudedat the timewhen
the display occurred, shortlyafter half-past

2 o'clock.The moon also militated against

the Auroraas a
spectacle,

as it was very
bright

andin oneof theclearspaces of the
sky. The Observatoryaccount is therefore

less
enthusiastic

than that of the observers

in other
districts.

The Aurora,to watchers

in
Melbourne,appearedas a bandof light

over the city,aboutseventimesbroader

thana rainbow,low down,and parallelto
the horizon,and

stretching

from the suburb

of South Melbourne towardsthe north.It
was of a pale greenishcolour,and only
showed throughrifts of cloud.
Mr. P. Baracchi, Government astronomer,

did not see the
display,

but statesthatit
was undoubtedlythe Aurora Australis.

"It is an
infrequent sight,"he said. "I do

not rememberany other occasionupon
whichit was seen,as thisone is

reported
to

have been seen,over
practically

the whole
of SouthernAustralia. The extent of its
visibility depends upon its height."

Other Melbourne observers, who appear
to have had a betterview of the Aurora,

statethat it was
flickering

in the southern

sky fromabout 3 to 4 o'clockon Sunday

morning.It changedfrom red to yellow,

and spreadfrom a point over South Mel-
bournein rays like the

crepuscular

rays of
the sun.The lightsfadedout to the west-
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the sun.The lightsfadedout to the west-

ward into a greenishglow.The streamers

were not steady,but glowedfor a while
and then

flickered
out, as thoughpuffedout

by wind.Then they grew againand shot
upwardtowardsthe zenith.
The most noticeable effects of the electric

disturbance which accompanied the Aurora
were thoseupon the electric circuitof the
telegraph wires.On Saturdaythe lines
beganto show the

interference

of Aurora

at about 10
o'clock,

and the workingof the
countryand interstate lines was so badly
affectedthat at timesit was

impossible
to

get messagesthroughat all. The feat-
ture of the

interference
was its inter-

mittentnature.At one moment the wires
were dead, and a few minutesafterwards

the messagescould be transmitted. This
stateof affairslasteduntilthe nightstaff
wentoff dutyat 2

o'clock.

METEOROLOGICAL BUREAU.
Mr. H. A Hunt

(Commonwealth

me-
teorologist) reports:—On Saturday night
an Aurora Australiswas visiblealongthe
southerncoastof the continentbeingre-
ported from Breaksea, Coolgardie,Eucla,
and Adelaide.At Adelaidethe displaywas
the most

magnificent

ever seen there,and
it lastedfromshortlyafter10 p.m.till
dawn."

CROWDS WATCH THE SKY.

BEECHWORTH, Sunday.—The Aurora
Australis

made its
appearance

last nightat
about 11

o'clock,
and at 1 o'clockthismorn-

ing was at its greatest brilliance.

The phe-
nomenon was witnessed by hundredsof
people.

BENALLA, Sunday.— From 11 till half-

past11 o'clocklastnightthe heavenswide
illuminated.

Waves of snow white light,
withnarrowliningsof red,green,and blue,
rolledacrossthe sky fromnorthwestto
northeast,

whilea smallarea of white
cloud developedinto an immensewave of
brilliance,

and sped acrossthe heavenswith
almost the speedof a

shooting star.

CASTLEMAINE, Sunday.—Great inte-
rest was arousedby the

appearance
of the

auroraon Saturday night.Crowdscongre-
gatedin the

streets.

CHITERN,Sunday.—There were re-
markablybrillantlightsin the sky on
Saturdaynightat about11 o'clock.They
are supposedto havebeenthe AuroraAus-
tralis.For an hourgreatcrowdsof people

watchedthe illuminationof the heavens.
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watchedthe illuminationof the heavens.

DIMBOOLA, Saturday.—A most extraor-
dinary phenomenonwas witnessedhere
abouthalf past 11 o'clocklast night.Im-
menseshaftsof lightbrokethroughthe
cloudand flashedin varyingbrillianthues.
The easternsky was a

beautiful

deeprose
red and purple colour.So

brilliant
was the

illumination

that it was possibleto read
out in the open.Very many

residents
left

theirhousesto viewthe
spectacle duringits

brief duration.

DUNOLLY,Sunday.— At about 11
o'clock last night attention was attracted

by the southernsky being
beautifullyillumi-

nated with the Aurora Australis. The sky
at shortintervals

was lit up with varied

shapedand colouredlights,travelling

in dif-
ferent directions, sometimesquicklyand
sometimes slowly.It was as if a large num-
ber of

war-vessels
were engagedin search-

light practice.The spectaclewill long be
remembered.

NAVARRE, Sunday.—A phenomenal elec-
tneal disturbancewas seen at îvnvauobe
tween 10 and 11 o'clocklastnight wheni
largeballor fire

appeared
in the westmil

ecemedto burst,sending beautiful cueles
of colouredlight to the south and west
forming a magnificent rainbow.
PORTARLINGiON, Sunday.—A fine

spectaclew is witnessedhole at midnight

on SaturdivWhen the moon becameob
souredby cloudslong rijs of lightshot
aciossthe skv 'Plio rayswerefirst of i
pinktint, tnd

changing

to led,an I thou
to pimple In the southcastw as a

luminous

mats} of mdl y
whiteness

It is, thoughthere
that the lightswore causedby some action

on the Antarcticsnowfields.

SHEPPARTON, Sunday.—The chief topic
of convolutionto-dayAvas the magnificent

displayin the heavenslast nightSome
people thoughtthe end of the world was at
liondAt about11 o clockstrangemoving

lightswero observedissuing from what
seemedto be a dark mass

exi*nding
half

to west The moon was sinningbrightly

at tho timeon tho westerndip,but the
lights

overshadowed

its radiance.The dis
plavwas mostbnllnmtabout1 o clock,after

which the soutliern sky was wonderfully

tintedwith auroraliko coloursThe phe-
nomenonavas witnessedby a largenumber
of people,who were

fascinated

and awo
stucken bv the grandeur of the spectacle

bl ARN VUD,Sunday- Lastnicht,at
U o clock, a

strange lightwas seenin the
heavensA fleecycloudrose m the eastern
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K1 J , andpassedto thewest,andon ita
lourney,whichlastedan hour,a peculiar

lightplaj ed thioughit
intermittently.

The
si y to thesouthwasalso

alight AvitUsome-

thing resembling an aurora.
WARRNAMUOOL, Sunday -Much

cnnosilyli is been arousedm tho minds
of a numbeiof residents concerninga re
markablodisplayof

rrrrdescentlightsm
theskyfromnaifpast10

o'clock

on Satur-

day night,and contmumg through the
earlybouraof SundaymorningThe
luminous manifestationwas first seen in
the south,and

subsecniently

went roundto
east,and

aftcrwaids

to northand west
The effectresembled spreading rays of
scaichhghls

rightacrossthe heavens A
peculiarity

of the
spectacle

was the pre-
senceof a vervbrightspotor patchof
light remaining steadyin tho north-east

duringthe grcaloipartof the night.

OTHER STATES.

SYDNEY, Sunday-The weather con-
ditionsin Sjdneylast nightand earlythis
morningwera not

favourable

foi the displaj

of the Auroii
Australis,

but a fineA icvvot
the

phenomenon
was obtuuednt the Red

Hill bruicb.of tho bydnevObservatort

Tho
display

w is it the heightof its spion

dourshortlyaftci4 o clocktinsmorning

Thelast
display

wasseenai_yearsago,but
was veryflint
ALBURY,Sunday - An

extraordinary

scriesof
illuminations

in the sky last night
caused considerable excitementThe night
was

perfectly clcaiand blightTi oin about
0 o clocksmol e-hkcmassescurledabout
xhc si v whilecvprjfew secondsslieiks

of colomedlightsweptacrossfrom cast to
west At aboutmidnighttho wholosouth
eui si v

resembled

a eui tainof enmson

light the effectbeing sinnlnito thatpro
duccelby a gigantic fnewoils displajA
brilliant nietcoiwas seen lo fall from the
scpiaicof Pegasus Hundredsof citizens

viewedthe displajand in some places
peoplewcieso alnimod thattheystayedup
the gicatoipintof the nicjit

BKOKLV HILL Stinclav-On Satúrelas
night at about 11 o clocl a sleaelvblight
reflection

lit up the
south-castein

B1 j
J his was folio ved by a

succession

of cvei
moving blight flashes,startingin the cast
and crossingtho sky almostto the west
lliese flasheswore similarto Morse code
signalsfiom a

lighthouse

oi a xvarsbip

Ine distantsouthon!si j assumedthe ap
peminceof lirealmc, d mil

llundieds

of
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peoplewatchedthe phenomenain wondei
ment

WAGGASund iy - A
magnificent

mani-
festation ot the Am ora Australis was wit

nessed here between11 o'clockand mid-
nighton Saturdiv md i xcitcd intensein
tenst

Pcojilc

gotoutof bedin
hundreds

to view the
spectacle,

the weird
trinsfornu.

lionsand
exquisite colouring

of whichhad
an iwe nspinngedcetuponthe ma.oritvof
people H first, before the lund glow
and shafts of lightin the

sDuth-ca-st

were
obeened the mateinibsitionand ramil"de
lelopincnlanti

thsappcaranec

of hhnv
(loud«, -v\itHblazing olive-green

and purple
tint», st irtletland hew ildorcd the-spoctu

tors is IheA couldnot reihbe that these
bodies weie lllusionaiv

\DIIA1DPbunda« - The Aurora Vus
trailslastni|ditwas one of the iriostsen
sational and beautiful specticlos cvci seen
in these low lititudc.» Hie phenomenon

createdgreat
excitement,

and was the topic
ol

discussion

tin
angliout

to dav the s null

(in
portion

of theskvwas
filled withlight

untilmidnight

at d Hie rosyglowin the
s tilthw is ngutu

oons-iitcuous

nt 4 o clock

in the morningHie Universityaiithouties

le preparingto male electrical mve-tigi
lion-at the

Observ atoiv, in
expectation

of a
rum i inrctonight

PLRllI'»tindnv-A splendidexampleof
the Viiron Austiahsappealed in the south

em
heaven» lustnight1 irlvin the even-

uc the eolouiw is a soft
phospboie»c

nt
jellow which spreid in streaks lovvaidsthe
zenithSubsequentlvthere weie recur'
icnccsof the nuioniin

ilifieient
pn»m itie

colour» lustbelore 11 o clocktherew is a
sphnibil displivthe tintbeingio v pink
whiletow irdsHu

liori/nn theilw is a
lovelvIrinsplient

pale gnen Hie Govern
mont

istiononici
(Air Cook)statedthat

thiswas the mostni
lguilicenlittrorahe

bad eveiseenoi heardof in
Austtaln

and
th it it bad comemuchfurthci noiththan
u-.liii He

thought

th ii
itavas

duelo «onie
condition

)f the em til s m
tgiietistii

but
could not determinethis point it once

BlílSlíA>.rSundav-1 or nu bon before
midnighton Sttiudavmel foi somehornsnlteiwtrdsthe»1 A oveii

grc.itliirtot the
Downsw is lu iibmtlv

illuminntea

bv i red
dishe-hre

locnibhiig

lintof i gleitcon
HUMitionandociisinnill)"ivin.,placeto
olliet coloursSi

reuuikiblc

wes the ip
penmeeof thelieht(lintouttowlids
A\ mi and Mitchell residents inquiredit
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Hit railivaAstationsit
invthin.,

had hap
Tunednt

Toowooinbi
v Daliivme-»agc

h itcsHutthe
plicnomenon

vv is v, niched

with
consideribleexcitementIt w is first

seenni the southwestthenit gi
iduulli

movedcn=t
eliiue,me,eolouili oin red to

put pie withwhite»pice»in tilecentre

II is 10 voirsuitethe Amortlustrihs

vv i» lastseenin
Quienslind

HOIiAinSundín -Hie southern lights,
mi in thisstileon Silurdavnightvvetc
vtrv bullimt


