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AURORA  AUSTRALIS.
MAGNIFICENT DISPLAYS.

SEEN IN SIX STATES.

During Baturday night and the early
hours of Sunday morning beautiful displays

|nf the “Southern Lights,” or Aurora Aus-
|trlli.u, were seen by observers from Perth
'to Brishane., The Government astronomer
at Perth describes the Aurora as the finest
ever seen in Western Australia, From seve-
ral of the Victorian ecountry districts the
reports speak of splendid shafts of coloured
'light between the hours of 11 o'elock and 1.
In many eases people left their beds to
watch the sky.

The Aurora seems to have been seen later
in Melbourne than elsewhere, The watchers
&t the Observatory were ratherunfortunate,
as the sky was clouded at the time when
‘the display occurred, shortly after half-past
2 o'clock. The moon also militated agninst
the Aurora as a spevtacle, as it war very
bright and in one of the clear spaees of the
sky, The Observatory account is therefore
less enthusastic than that of the observers
in other districtsa, The Aurora, to watchers
in Melbourne, appeared as a band of light
over the city, about seven times broader
than a rainbow, low down, and parallel to
the horizon, and stretching feom the suburb
of South Melbourne towards the north. It
was of a pale greenish colour, and only
showed through rifts in the clouds.

Mr. P, Baracchi, Governinent astronomer,
did pot see the display, but states that it

was undoubtedly the  Aurors  Australis.
“It 18 an infregquent sight " he said, 1 do
not rememher any other oceasion  upon
which it was seen, as this one is reported to
have been sevn, over practically tLﬂ w hole
of Southern MAustralin, The extent of its
visibility depends upon its height.”

Uther H1'|1|.:mlrn-' observers, who appear
to have had a hetter view of the Awrora,
state that it was Hn*l:{-ﬁng im the southern
sky from about 3 to 4 o'clock on Sunday
morning. 1t changed from red to yellow,
and spread from a point over South Mel-

urne i ravs hke the crepuscular ravs of
thee sun.  The lights faded out to the west-
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the sun. The lighta faded out to the west-
wird into a greemsh glow., The streamers
were not steady, but glowed for a while
and then fickered out, as though poffed ont
by wind. Then they grew again and shot
upward towards the gemith,

The most naticeable effects of the electrie
disturbapee which accompanied the Auror
were Lthose upon the electric eireuit of the
telegruph wires. On Saturday the lines
began to show the interference of Aurara
al about 10 o'clock, and the working of ]
enintry and interstate lines was so badly
affected that at times it wias impos<ible to
pet messages  throogh at all,  The rea-
ture of the interfercney was its  inter-
mittent patume, At one moment the o ires
were dead, and a few minutes afterwards
the mes=ages could he trapsmitted.  Tlos
state of atfairs lasted untid the might staff
went off duty at 2 o’clock.

METEOROLOGICAL BUREAU.

Mr. 1. A. Hunt (Commonwealth mes
teorulogist) reports:—"“On Saturday night
an Aurora Australis was visible along the
southern coast of the continent, being re-
ported from Breaksea, Coolgardic, Kuela,
and Adelaide. At Adelaide display was
the most magnificent ever seen there, and
:]:]HHL\‘.'J from shortly after 10 p.m. till

Wi,

CROWDS WATCH THE BKY.

BEECHWORTIL Sunday.—The Aurora
Australis made its appearance last night at
about 11 o'clock, and at 1 o’clock this morn-
Ing was at its greatest brillianee, The phe-
nomenon was withessed by hundreds of

pm)ﬁl'e.
BENALLA, Bundav, — Fram 11 till half-
11 o’clock last night the heavens wide

iluminated. Waves of emow-white light,
with narrow linings of red, green, and I;Tu-'.
rolled across the sky from north-west to
north-cast, wlile a small asea of white
clond developed into an intmense wave of
brllianee, and <ped across the beavens with
almost the wed of a shooting star,
| CASTLEMAINE, Sunday.—Great inte-
rest was aroused by the appearance of the
aurern on Satirday mght. Crowds comgre-
gated in the strects,

CHILTERN, Sunday.—There were re
| markably brilliant lizhts in thg d;_frhuu
Satgrday night at about 11 o’clock, ey
are supposed to have been the Aurora Aus-
(trahis,  For an hour great crowds of
watched the jllumination of the beavens.
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watched the jllumination of the beavens,

DIMBOOLA, Baturday.—A most extraoe-
dinary phenomenon was withessed here
| about half- 11 o'clock last might. Ime
| mense shaits of light broke through the
'eloud amd tlashed in varying brilliant hues.
'The eastern skv was a tiful deep rose
red and purple colour, 8o brilliant was the
Hlumination that it was possible to read
out in the vpwen. Very many residents left
their houses to view the spectacle during its
briei duration.

DUNOLLY, Sunday. — At about 11
o'clock last might attention was attrcted
by the =mthern sky being beantif illumi-
nated with the Aurora Aunstralis. e skyv
at short intervals was lit up with varied
rhaped and coloured hights, travelling in di-
ferent directions, sometimes quickly and
sometimes slowly. It was as if a large num-
her of warvessels were engaged in search-
light practice. The spectacle will long be
remem bered,

NAVARRE. Bunday.—A phenomenal elee-
trieal disturbansy was sern at Navarre he-
tween 10 and 11 o'cloels last pight, when a
large ball of fire appeared in the west, and
scemed to burst, rending beauntiful cireles
nf ceoloured light to the south aml west,
forming a magnificent rainhow,

PORTARLINGTON, Sunday—A fine

tacle was witnessed here at midnmight
on Saturdav. When the moon beeame ob-
seured by clowds, long rays of hght shot
acrngs the skv. The rays were fir<st of a
pink tirt, and chang'ng ta red, amdl then
to purpde. In the somth-east was a lnminous
mass of milky whitepess, [t is thought here
that the lights were cansed by some action
on the Antarctic snowfields.

SHEPPARTON, Sunday.—The chief topic
of conversation to<lay was the maguificent
di=play in the heavens last night. Some
Emplu thought the end of the world was at
and. At about 11 o'clock strange moving
lights were observed igsning from what
seemed to be a dark mass extending half
way across the sky like a pall, from east
to west. The moon was shining bnghtly
at the time on the western dip, but the
lights owershadowed its radiance. The dis-
play was most brillimnt abowt 1 o'cloek, after
whicl the southern sky was wonderfully
tinted with aurora-like ‘enlours. The phe-
nomenon was wimessed by a large number
of people, who were fascinated and awes
gtricken by the grandeur of the tacle,

ST, ARNAUT, Sunday, — m‘ht. at
11 o'clock, a strange ]irf!]tmmmthc
heavens. A fleery doud rose in the eastern
sky, and passed (o the west, and on ita
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l;;lqr. and pau:ed.’l; the west, and on ita

. -.-_.,lilrnv{. “Ti'ili lwi an hm_laéfn{ﬁ
ight plaved through it interm %

sky 13 t.tbw south was also alight SOme-
thing resembling an, aurora.

, \?.I&HILHAM $00L, Sunday. —— Much
mt:.rinuiu I:lr:=m I%mmmsd in the minds
of a number of residents concerging a re-
markable di ]:E of irridescent ﬁ.

:ihﬂ ‘krtl;':m 1 cmt:n:lmu through the
ay night, anc .

em{l hours of BSunday morning. The
tlh h l.'nd1 lmuma-“'&:ttmudh
he sout Lt ¥

enst, and aiterwards to north and west.
The effect resembled spreading mmys of
searchlights right across the heavens, A
peculiarity of the spectacle was the pre-
sence of a very bright epot or

light remaining steady in the n
during the greater part of the night,

OTHER STATES,

BYDNEY, Sunday.~The weather
ditons in Syvdney last t and early this
morning were not favoitrable for the display
of the Aurora Australis, but a fine view of
the phenomenpn was oltained at the Red
Hill branch of the Eydney Observatory.
The display wus at the height of its splen-
dour shortly aiter 4 o'eloek this morning.
The last display was scen six years ago, but
was very faunt.

ALBURY, Sumday. — An extraordinary
sepies of illuminations in the sky last night
caused considerable excitement. . The night
was perfectly elear and bnght, From about
# o'clock smokelike masses curled about
the sky, while every few seconds streaks
of eoloured light swept across from east to
west. At about midnight the whole south-
ern gky resembled a curtain of erimson
light, the effect h:-ingﬂnimilnr to that pro-
duced by a gigantic fireworks ﬂiliplﬂ}". A
brilliant meteor wasg seen to fall from the

unare of Pegasus. Hundreds of citizens

ewed the display, and in some places
people were so alarmed that they stayed up
the greater part of the night,

BROKEN HILL, SBunday.—On Saturday
night, at about 11 o'clock, a steady bright
re%leutinn lit up the south-eastern wky.
This was folloaed by a succession of ever-
moving bright flashes, starting in the east
and erossing the sky almost to the west.
These flashes were similar to Morse code
pignale from a lighthonse or o warahip.
The distant southern sky assumed the ap-
pearanee of hreaking dawn,  Hundreds of
people watched the phenomena in wonder-

|

3
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people watched the phenomena in wonder-
ment.

WAGGA, Bundoy. — A magnificent manie
festation of the Aurora Anstralis was wit-

pessced here hetween 11 o'clock and mid-)
night on Baturday. and exeited intense in-
terest. People got out of bed in hundreds
to view the spectacle, the weird trnnlinrm
tions and exquisite colouring of which

an nwe-iII{nnn: eficct vpon the mﬁnntr of
people. At first, before the lurid glow
and shafts of light in the #outh-east were
ohserved, the materialisation and rapid de-
velopment and dimppearance tilm
clouds, with blagzing nlh'ﬁrmn and purple
tints, startled and bewildered the—wpecta-
tors, as they could pot realise that these
bodies were llusionary.

ADELAIDE, Ssunday. — The Aurora Aus-
trahis last nycht wax one ol the most wen-
sational and beautiful specltacles ever seen
in these low latitudes. The phenomenon |
created great excitement, nnd was the tope
ol dixension thronghout to-day. 'The south- l
e ]:mﬁ ion of the sky was filled with light |
until midnight, and the rosy glow in the
south was aganin_conspicnous at 4 o'clock
m the moring. The University lﬂthnﬂ}ll"\‘|
pre preparing to make electrigal investiga-
Cons ol the Ohservatory, in expectation of &
recurrence to-night.

PERTH, Sanday,—A splendid example of
the Aurora Australis appeared in the south.
.1 heavens last night. Early in the even-
ing the colour was a soft |£huﬂ|\hnmr*'nt,
y ellow, which spread in streaks towards the |
renith.  Rubsequently there wepre recur-
renees of the aurorn in different prismatie
colours, Just hefore 11 o'clock there was a
splendid display, the tint being rosy pink, |
while towards the horizon there was a
lowely transparent pale green. The Govern- |
mient astronomer (Mr. Cook) stated that |
thiis wa= the most magnilicent aurora ltt-|
hiel ever seen or heard of in Australia, and
that it had come much further north llml:
n=uul, e thought that it wax due to some |
condition of the earth’s magnetism, hul|
coulil not determine this point at onee.

BRISBANE. Sunday,— For an hou: before
midnight on Saturday, and for some hours
piterw ards, the sky over a great part of the |
Downs wax brilliantly illuminated by a red-
disli glare remembling that of a greai eon-
flagration, and cccasionally giving place to
other eolours,  So remarkable was the ap-

wenranee of the light  that ont townrds
Varra and Mitchell residents iluiun:ere at

ET Y
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Warra and Mitehell residents inquired at
the railway stations if anything had hap-
pened at Toowoomba, A Dalby message
xstes that the phenomenon wis watched
with ennsiderable excitement. 1L was hrst
geen in the south-west; then it gradually
moved east, ehanging colour from red to
prple, with white spaces n the eentre.
[t ix 30 vears sinee the Aurora Australis
wr= last seen in Queensland, :

HOBART. Sunday. - The southern Lights,
veen in thi= state on Saturday night, were

very brilhant,
T e ————
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